
SECRETARY’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON INFANT MORTALITY (SACIM) 
MARCH 8–9, 2012 

AGENDA 
 

HYATT REGENCY BETHESDA 

ONE BETHESDA METRO CENTER 

7400 WISCONSIN AVENUE 

BETHESDA, MD  20814 
 
 

General Session Convenes in the Cabinet/Judiciary Room 
 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 2012 
8:00 A.M.           REGISTRATION  
 
8:30 A.M. CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
  SUMMARY OF AUGUST MEETING 

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Acting Chair, SACIM 
 
Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 
Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 

 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 

8:45 A.M. MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH BUREAU (MCHB) UPDATE 
 Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 
 Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 
 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 
9:15 A.M. REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE SECRETARY’S OFFICE 

Mayra Alvarez, M.H.A. 
Director of Public Health Policy, Office of Health Reform 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

 
  WORKGROUP PRESENTATIONS TO HHS SECRETARY’S OFFICE 

Mayra Alvarez, M.H.A. 
Director of Public Health Policy, Office of Health Reform 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

• Developing a National Agenda  
• Health Care Financing 
• Health Care Reform 
• Health Equity 

 
10:15 A.M. BREAK 
 



10:30 A.M.         FINDINGS FROM HRSA’S REGIONAL SUMMIT ON INFANT MORTALITY 
  Cassie Lauver, ACSW 
  Director, Division of State and Community Health 
  Maternal and Child Health Bureau 
 
11:00  A.M.          FROM THE NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE/OVERVIEW  
 11:00–11:15 Wanda D. Barfield, M.D., M.P.H. 
   Director, Division of Reproductive Health 
   Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
 11:15–11:30 Marsha Lillie-Blanton, Dr.P.H. 
   Director, Division of Quality, Evaluation & Health Outcomes 
   Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services 
   Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services  
 
 11:45–Noon Discussion on Federal Staff Presentations 
 

Noon–12:15 David Lakey, M.D. 
Commissioner, Texas Department of Health Services 
President, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials 

  
 12:15–12:30 Scott D. Berns, M.D., M.P.H., FAAP 
   Senior Vice President, Chapter Programs 
   March of Dimes Foundation 

 
12:30–12:45 DISCUSSION ON NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS’ PRESENTATIONS 

 
12:45 P.M. LUNCH 
 
1:45 P.M. FROM THE STATE PERSPECTIVE 

1:45–2:00 Ruth Ann Shepherd, M.D., FAAP 
  SACIM Member 

Director, Division of Maternal and Child Health 
  Kentucky Department for Public Health 

 
2:00–2:15 Rebekah Gee, M.D., M.P.H., FACOG 

Director, Louisiana Birth Outcome Initiative 
   

2:15–2:30 Belinda D. Pettiford, M.P.H. 
Interim Head, Women’s Health Branch 
North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services 

 
2:30–3:00 DISCUSSION  

 
3:00 P.M. BREAK 
 
 



3:15 P.M. STRONG START FOR MOTHERS AND NEWBORNS 
  Valinda Rutledge, M.B.A. 
  Director, Patient Care Models Group 

Center for Medicare & Medicaid Innovation 
 
  Ellen-Marie Whelan, Ph.D., NP, RN 

Senior Advisor, CMS Innovation Center 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
 

 4:15–4:45 DISCUSSION 
 
4:45 P.M.  PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
   David S. de la Cruz, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 Principal Staff and Designated Federal Official, SACIM 
 
5:00 P.M.         WRAP UP AND ADJOURN FOR THE DAY 

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Acting Chair, SACIM 
 
Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 

 Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 
 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 
    
  



SECRETARY’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON INFANT MORTALITY 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2012 
 
8:00 A.M.          REGISTRATION 
 
8:30 A.M.         INDIVIDUAL WORKGROUP BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

• Developing a National Agenda – Potomac Room 
• Health Care Financing – Embassy Room 
• Health Care Reform – Patuxent Room 
• Health Equity – Cabinet/Judiciary Room 

 
10:30 A.M.  BREAK (CHECK OUT OF HOTEL) 
 
11:00 A.M.  WELCOME AND REMARKS FROM HRSA  
   Sarah Linde-Feucht, M.D. 

Chief Public Health Officer 
Health Resources and Services Administration 

 
11:15 A.M. REVIEW OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM PREVIOUS COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
   Sarah Linde-Feucht, M.D. 

Chief Public Health Officer 
Health Resources and Services Administration 

 
NOON QUALITY IMPROVEMENT RESEARCH 

 Noon–12:30 Raymond L. Cox, Jr., M.D., M.B.A. 
SACIM Member 
Senior Vice President for Medical Affairs and Chief Medical Officer 
Providence Hospital 
 

 12:30-1:00 DISCUSSION 
 
1:00 P.M. LUNCH 

 
1:45 P.M.            COMMITTEE BUSINESS:  DISCUSSION AND NEXT STEPS  

Kay Johnson, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Acting Chair, SACIM 
 
Michael C. Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 

 Associate Administrator for MCH, HRSA 
 Executive Secretary, SACIM 
 
   David S. de la Cruz, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 Principal Staff and Designated Federal Official, SACIM 
 
3:00 P.M.           MEETING ADJOURNED 
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