
SEC. 737 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT  
42 U.S.C. § 293a  
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR DISADVANTAGED STUDENTS  
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make a grant to an eligible entity (as defined in subsection 
(d)(1)) under this section for the awarding of scholarships by schools to any full-time student who is an 
eligible individual as defined in subsection (d). Such scholarships may be expended only for tuition 
expenses, other reasonable educational expenses, and reasonable living expenses incurred in the 
attendance of such school.  
(b) PREFERENCE IN PROVIDING SCHOLARSHIPS.—The Secretary may not make a grant to an 
entity under subsection (a) unless the health professions and nursing schools involved agree that, in 
providing scholarships pursuant to the grant, the schools will give preference to students for whom the 
costs of attending the schools would constitute a severe financial hardship and, notwithstanding other 
provisions of this section, to former recipients of scholarships under sections 736 and 740(d)(2)(B) (as 
such sections existed on the day before the date of enactment of this section).  
(c) AMOUNT OF AWARD.—In awarding grants to eligible entities that are health professions and 
nursing schools, the Secretary shall give priority to eligible entities based on the proportion of 
graduating students going into primary care, the proportion of underrepresented minority students, and 
the proportion of graduates working in medically underserved communities.  
 
SEC. 766 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT  
42 U.S.C. § 295a  
PUBLIC HEALTH TRAINING CENTERS  
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make grants or contracts for the operation of public health 
training centers.  
(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—  
(1) IN GENERAL.—A public health training center shall be an accredited school of public health, or 
another public or nonprofit private institution accredited for the provision of graduate or specialized 
training in public health, that plans, develops, operates, and evaluates projects that are in furtherance 
of the goals established by the Secretary for the year 2000 in the areas of preventive medicine, health 
promotion and disease prevention, or improving access to and quality of health services in medically 
underserved communities.  
(2) PREFERENCE.—In awarding grants or contracts under this section the Secretary shall give 
preference to accredited schools of public health.  
(c) CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS.—With respect to a public health training center, an award may not be 
made under subsection (a) unless the program agrees that it—  
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SEC. 769 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT 42 U.S.C. § 295d  
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION TRAINEESHIPS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS  
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make grants to State or local governments (that have in effect 
preventive medical and dental public health residency programs) or public or nonprofit private 
educational entities (including graduate schools of social work and business schools that have health 
management programs) that offer a program described in subsection (b)—  
(1) to provide traineeships for students enrolled in such a program; and  
(2) to assist accredited programs health administration in the development or improvement of 
programs to prepare students for employment with public or nonprofit private entities.  
(b) RELEVANT PROGRAMS.—The program referred to in subsection (a) is an accredited program in 
health administration, hospital administration, or health policy analysis and planning, which program is 
accredited by a body or bodies approved for such purpose by the Secretary of Education and which 
meets such other quality standards as the Secretary of Health and Human Services by regulation may 
prescribe.  
(c) PREFERENCE IN MAKING GRANTS.—In making grants under subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
give preference to qualified applicants that meet the following conditions:  



(1) Not less than 25 percent of the graduates of the applicant are engaged in full-time practice settings 
in medically underserved communities.  
(2) The applicant recruits and admits students from medically underserved communities.  
 
SEC. 791 OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ACT55 42 U.S.C. § 295j  
PREFERENCES AND REQUIRED INFORMATION IN CERTAIN PROGRAMS  
(a) PREFERENCES IN MAKING AWARDS.—  
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), in making awards of grants or contracts under any of 
sections 747 and 750, the Secretary shall give preference to any qualified applicant that—  
(A) has a high rate for placing graduates in practice settings having the principal focus of serving 
residents of medically underserved communities;  
55 Amended by P.L. 111-148, § 5103( 
(c) EXCEPTIONS FOR NEW PROGRAMS.—  
(1) IN GENERAL.—To permit new programs to compete equitably for funding under this section, those 
new programs that meet at least 4 of the criteria described in paragraph (3) shall qualify for a funding 
preference under this section.  
(2) DEFINITION.—As used in this subsection, the term ‗‗new program‘‘ means any program that has 
graduated less than three classes. Upon graduating at least three classes, a program shall have the 
capability to provide the information necessary to qualify the program for the general funding 
preferences described in subsection (a).  
(3) CRITERIA.—The criteria referred to in paragraph (1) are the following:  
(A) The mission statement of the program identifies a specific purpose of the program as being the 
preparation of health professionals to serve underserved populations.  
(B) The curriculum of the program includes content which will help to prepare practitioners to serve 
underserved populations.  
(C) Substantial clinical training experience is required under the program in medically underserved 
communities.  
(D) A minimum of 20 percent of the clinical faculty of the program spend at least 50 percent of their 
time providing or supervising care in medically underserved communities.  
(E) The entire program or a substantial portion of the program is physically located in a medically 
underserved community.  
(F) Student assistance, which is linked to service in medically underserved communities following 
graduation, is available to the students in the program.  
(G) The program provides a placement mechanism for deploying graduates to medically underserved 
communities.  
 
PART D—STRENGTHENING CAPACITY FOR 
BASIC NURSE EDUCATION AND PRACTICE 
SEC. 831. o296p. NURSE EDUCATION, PRACTICE, AND RETENTION 
GRANTS. 
(a) EDUCATION PRIORITY AREAS.—The Secretary may award 
grants to or enter into contracts with eligible entities for— 
(1) expanding the enrollment in baccalaureate nursing programs; 
(2) developing and implementing internship and residency 
programs to encourage mentoring and the development of specialties; 
or 
(3) providing education in new technologies, including distance 
learning methodologies. 
(b) PRACTICE PRIORITY AREAS.—The Secretary may award 
grants to or enter into contracts with eligible entities for— 
(1) establishing or expanding nursing practice arrangements 
in noninstitutional settings to demonstrate methods to 



improve access to primary health care in medically underserved 
communities; 
 
Section 799 Definitions: 
 
(6) The term ‘‘medically underserved community’’ means 
an urban or rural area or population that— 
(A) is eligible for designation under section 332 as a 
health professional shortage area; 
(B) 1 is eligible to be served by a migrant health center 
under section 329, a community health center under section 
330, a grantee under section 330(h) (relating to homeless 
individuals), or a grantee under section 340A (relating 
to residents of public housing); 
(C) has a shortage of personal health services, as 
determined under criteria issued by the Secretary under 
section 1861(aa)(2) of the Social Security Act (relating to 
rural health clinics); or 
(D) is designated by a State Governor (in consultation 
with the medical community) as a shortage area or medically 
underserved community. 
 



 
(1) will establish or strengthen field placements for students in public or nonprofit private health 
agencies or organizations;  
(2) will involve faculty members and students in collaborative projects to enhance public health 
services to medically underserved communities;  
 
 
 
 


