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Alabama
State Context

Briefly describe the problem of youth homelessness in your State. Include available data on needs/characteristics, involvement in systems such as foster care, juvenile justice, and mental health.  Below is a snapshot of Homeless Youth in Alabama in 2005 and 2006:

Metro Birmingham







2005



Children w/ Parents




2 years and under
35

23.1%




3–5 years 

29

19.2%




6–10


49

32.5%




11–15


27

19.0%




16–17


11

7.3%




Total


151

100.0%

Mobile – Baldwin County
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2006

Change
Minors/Children





Unsheltered

14

10

8%




Sheltered

62

120

92%




Total


76

130

17%


Metro Montgomery







2005

Youth (under 18)
19

Tuscaloosa







2005

2006

Change

Children

29

36

8%

Former foster care youth are experiencing homelessness in the State of Alabama; however, at this time, there are no data to reflect this number or any reason(s) that may result in a youth experiencing homelessness. Youth may contact their former county social worker in an effort to seek assistance with housing. Many of foster youth in the State of Alabama foster care system have limited or severed family connections due to reasons such as safety, behavioral, mental, physical, etc.  

The Department of Human Resources maintains a partnership with various local and State agencies. By collaborating with juvenile justice, youth who are discharged from this system are linked with appropriate services. Also, the Department has a liaison who works closely with this agency.

In addition, the Department of Human Resources collaborates with local and State mental health to insure that services for foster care youth are provided.

Current Activities That Address Youth Homelessness

· The State collaborates with agencies to secure services -- for instance, the Birmingham Health Care “Single Room Occupancy” Program allows former foster care youth to apply for housing (the housing payment is waived for 6 months if the youth is unemployed; if the youth is employed, housing payment is income based)

· Foster care youth are considered the first preference for U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development housing

· An established foster care policy provides reentry into care for former foster care youth prior to age 21

· State and Federal funds are provided to assist with housing deposits, rent, and household items

· The State provides opportunities for youth to experience community-based housing with minimum supervision prior to enrollment in the foster care system; youth may remain in their housing

· The State provides opportunities for youth to acquire self-sufficient skills through experiential activities such as money management, transitional living sites, foster homes, and residential facilities.

· The State is required to allocate 30 percent of it annual Federal funds for housing for former foster care youth that exit the system after age 18
· The State provides assistance with maintaining family connections through visitations, telephone contacts, letters, etc.
· The State provides a formal mentor program to help foster care youth develop positive support systems

· The State encourages the development and maintenance of informal mentors for foster care youth

· The State encourages and provides support to foster care youth to take advantage of community agencies such as Job Corp

· The State provides State Educational Training Voucher Program to current and former foster youth that are pursuing higher educational goals; youth may request assistance with housing via this program

· Some foster parents continue to provide housing to foster youth upon their discharge from the system

· Some residential facilities provide income-based housing to foster youth discharged from their program

There currently is not a coordinated statewide effort to address homelessness in Alabama.
Specific Strategies and Action Steps in Alabama’s State Homelessness Action Plan Targeting Youth
After the policy academy in Houston focusing on homeless families in May 2005, Alabama created the Governor’s Statewide Interagency Council on Homelessness with the signing of Executive Order 31 on August 11, 2005. The creation of the Council addressed many of the goals of the policy academy in Houston. Alabama also hosted an in-State policy academy in Montgomery focusing on chronic homelessness. Following the in-State policy academy, the Council held its first meeting on March 28, 2006. In the meeting a workgroup was established to work toward a 10-year plan to end homelessness in Alabama to be presented to the Council on June 14, 2006, and to be submitted for the Governor’s review on June 30, 2006.

In the Houston policy academy, there were specific goals related to youth homelessness:
· Strategy 3.6: Improve access to mainstream services for children (at risk and homeless)

· Action 3.6.1: Use Head Start and other child-focused programs as coordination points for service delivery

· Action: 3.6.2: Create a safety net of services for youth in transition

Resources

As part of the goals of the Governor’s Statewide Interagency Council on Homelessness, the State of Alabama is in the process of extensively mapping services for those who are homeless.  Alabama has a number of homeless service providers that are national models in their service to homeless families. Below are two examples of effective and compassionate homeless service providers who work with children in the State of Alabama.
The YWCA of Central Alabama

Birmingham, AL
For more than 100 years, the YWCA of Central Alabama has been living up to its motto of “eliminating racism, empowering women” with its work with homeless women and their families. The YWCA has a number of innovated childcare programs providing both child care and afterschool enrichment programs for homeless and low-income families. The YWCA is the only day care in the Nation that serves homeless children and is certified by the rigorous standards of the National Association for the Education of Young Children.

In addition to day care, the YWCA has a 48-room residency program with case managers available for women and their families to provide a safe haven. Transitional housing units are also available for women and their families making the hard adjustment to becoming economically self-sufficient. While in the housing, one of the programs that residents can take part in is Survivors Overcoming Abusive Relationships (SOAR). SOAR is a volunteer group of domestic violence survivors whose mission is to promote, advocate, and work for the elimination of domestic violence and provide a voice to battered women.

On August 11, 2005, Governor Bob Riley signed Executive Order 31 at the YWCA of Central Birmingham, creating the Governor’s Statewide Interagency Council on Homelessness. Alabama is fortunate to have such compassionate, innovative programs as the YWCA of Central Alabama.

The Family Sunshine Center

Montgomery, AL
The Family Sunshine Center in Montgomery offers 24-hour crisis services for victims of abuse. The 24-hour service includes emergency shelter and a crisis hotline. The Center receives 3,000 calls a year to its crisis hotline from the seven county region that it serves.

In addition to emergency shelter, the Family Sunshine Center offers transitional housing for victims of abuse. While in housing, families have a number of creative and effective services available to them. The shelter has a medical center, a counseling center for women and children of abuse, and court advocates. While in the transitional shelter, families are charged rent based on income, but the entirety of the rent is retuned once they leave the shelter.

Another program that the Family Sunshine Center runs is the Exodus Community. The Exodus Community is a transitional program that helps domestic violence victims from being forced to return to an abusive relationship due to their financial reliance on an abuser. The Exodus Community has a number of modern, furnished townhouses set in a secured community. Women and their families can stay in the community for 2 years and receive supportive services to help transition them to independence.

The Family Sunshine Center receives a tremendous amount of support from the Montgomery community with financial donations, toys, and volunteer hours.  
General Resource Issues
The Council is still working on the mapping of funds and services for Alabama.

The State of Alabama is in an advantageous position in terms of its Homelessness Council due to its ability to incorporate best practices from other States. As seen above, Alabama has a number of innovative programs addressing youth homelessness at home. By working with established national models coupled with successful local programs, the State of Alabama has an opportunity to create a successful statewide program to address youth homelessness.
Barriers/Challenges
· A reporting method for former foster care youth, such as a hotline or Web site:

· Currently, an Independent Living Program survey is mailed to each youth that exit the system
· Youth can contact former county social workers, foster parents, and the residential staff

· Attitudes of property owners regarding renting to youth:

· Currently, independent living service providers secure apartments under their program name

· There is contact with the youth upon residency

· Insufficient experiential program to give foster care youth an opportunity to experience residing interdependently while in the State’s custody:

· There are efforts to recruit, and approvals of, independent living service providers
· Legal age (19) to sign a lease for an apartment:

· Currently, efforts have not been made to change this age required. However, in the future, it is anticipated that through the foster care independent living program’s youth council (known as the D.R.E.A.M. – Dedicated, Responsible, Empowered and Motivated), this will occur

· Affordable nonsubsidized housing:

· This is another area in which the youth council is anticipated to change

Expectations
To gain information on what other States have implemented so that we may develop and/or enhance our efforts to decrease and/or eliminate youth homelessness in the State of Alabama.
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