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Arkansas
State Context

Two divisions of the ADHHS, the Division of Behavioral Health Services and the Division of Children and Family Services, provided the following information:  

Mental Health – State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2005, July 1–June 30 

· Fifteen community health centers report that approximately 765 severely emotionally disturbed children who were served were considered homeless

· Approximately 1,628 who were diagnosed with severe mental illness were considered homeless

Division of Children and Family Services – SFY 2005

· Youth entering foster care at ages of 12–15 years: 284 females and 197 males

· Youth entering foster care at ages of 16–18 years: 154 females and 91 males

· Youth exiting foster care at ages of 12–15 years: 239 females and 195 males

· Youth exiting foster care at ages of 18 and up: 14 females and 11 males

The Division currently does not track children/youth exiting care who become homeless, although in recent publications it is indicated that a large majority of children/youth who were in foster care experience at least one episode of homelessness within 2–3 years of exiting foster care.

ADE Report to the U.S. Department of Education, FY 2004–2005

201 out of 257 local education agencies (LEAs) or school districts supplied the following information: 

· The LEAs identified and served 6,106 pre-K to 12th-grade children and youths in homeless situations

· Of youth ranging from 12 to 21 years of age, the following were in homeless situations:
· 6th-graders: 445

· 7th-graders: 468

· 8th-graders: 460

· 9th-graders: 501

· 10th-graders: 411

· 11th-graders: 346

· 12th-graders: 296

· Of the types of homelessness, children experienced the following (from greatest to least): doubling up, hotels/motels, and unshelteredness (as in cars, parks, and campgrounds)

Each of the 257 school districts has designated an LEA Homeless Education Liaison who has received training and technical assistance from the State Homeless Education Liaison of the ADE.

Arkansas passed a State law in the 2004 Legislative Session providing rights and opportunities for foster care children and youth. The law requires all LEAs to designate a foster care liaison who will collaborate with foster care case workers; LEA personnel, including the LEA homeless education liaisons; service providers; the child/youth; and families, ensuring smooth transitions while working to keep children and youth in their school of origin whenever possible and feasible.   

Arkansas strives to enroll all eligible children and youth in the State Medicaid health program, AR Kids First, to provide medical needs and services. School personnel – liaisons, school nurses, and counselors – help families obtain health care opportunities.

The Arkansas Policy Academy on Chronic Homelessness and the Policy Academy on Children, Youth and Families has agreed to combine the two academies. The plan is to address all of the issues related to homelessness in a more holistic manner. Youth are included throughout the Strategic Plan developed by the Academy members dealing with children, youth, and families.  Now the combined efforts of the merged academies will address the issues of homelessness for children and youth.

Resources

Key players include representatives of the Governor's office, community providers, relevant State agencies, legislators, advocates, preschool programs, housing agencies, employment, continuum-of-care, Medicaid, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families, municipal government, and corrections/criminal justice.

Additionally, the State sponsors an annual conference on homelessness to disseminate information, advocating changing policy and grant opportunities.

Barriers/Challenges

One of the main barriers is the lack of data supporting the needs and services for youth experiencing homelessness. Basic needs include an increase of providers addressing such areas as job training, jobs, life skills training, substance abuse, mental health needs, and health care. Across the State are needs for additional emergency shelters, transitional housing, supportive housing, and permanent housing for this population.

Expectations
Specifically, Arkansas Policy Academy Teams would like to know: 

· How other States are addressing the increasing numbers and needs of foster children/youth and unaccompanied youth who are experiencing homelessness

· How other States are addressing the increasing need for shelters and housing for this population

· Successful collaborative initiatives in other States 

� Information supplied by the Arkansas Department of Health and Human Service (ADHHS) and Arkansas Department of Education (ADE)
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