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First Place Fund for Youth
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First Place Fund for Youth: Mission

First Place was founded in 1998 to reduce the rates of homelessness and poverty among youth who are making the difficult transition from foster care to independent living.
First Place serves youth throughout the Bay Area, including San Francisco, Alameda, and Contra Costa Counties.
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First Place Fund for Youth: Foster Care Background 

There are more than 520,000 children and youths in foster care in the United States

A foster child is someone taken out of their home in cases of abuse, neglect, or parental absence

Foster care is a catch-all term used for out-of-home placement with foster families, group homes, or relative caregivers

One in five foster children lives in California
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First Place Fund for Youth: Emancipated Foster Youth

Each year, nearly 20,000 children will exit or be quote, emancipated, unquote from foster care at the age of 18  

5,000 children will be emancipated in California, nearly 600 of whom live in the Bay Area

At the time of exit, almost all government-funded services for these youth are terminated and they are expected to succeed on their own
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Emancipation Training Center Overview
Individual case management

Housing search assistance

Shallow rent subsidies

Educational slash vocational counseling

Pre-emancipation workshops

Community building activities
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Emancipation Specialist Program Overview

Therapeutic approach to educational attainment

Youth centered and mobile

Permanent connection

Individual emancipation planning

Homeless prevention
Slide 7
Supported Housing Program Overview

Scattered site master lease apartments

We do not own a building

Permanent housing model

Flexible, cost-effective model

Scalable

Serving 75 youths at any given time
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First Place Fund for Youth: Supported Housing Program

Participants receive:

Access to a safe, permanent, affordable apartment

A 24-month graduated rental subsidy

Move-in assistance, including truck rental and physical labor

A $200 move-in stipend to purchase necessities
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Supported Housing Promotes Housing Stability Among EFY

Rate of Homelessness Among Former Foster Youth

On a bar graph, the x-axis lists populations and the y-axis shows percentages. First Place is at 4 percent, and General Population of Former Foster Youth is at 25 percent.

Rate of Housing Stability

On a bar graph, the x-axis lists populations and the y-axis shows percentages. First Place Participant is at 88 percent, and General Population of Former Foster Youth is at 27 percent.
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Supported Housing Promotes Employment and Delayed Child Bearing Among EFY

Rate of Employment

On a bar graph, the x-axis lists populations and the y-axis shows percentages. First Place Participant is at 90 percent, and General Population of Former Foster Youth is at 49 percent.

Rate of Pregnancy 12 to 18 Months After Discharge

On a bar graph, the x-axis lists populations and the y-axis shows percentages. First Place Participant is at 10 percent, and General Population of Former Foster Youth is at 30 percent.
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Supported Housing Promotes Safety and Self-sufficiency Among EFY

Rate of Arrest and-or Incarceration

On a bar graph, the x-axis lists populations and the y-axis shows percentages. First Place Participant is at 3 percent, and General Population of Former Foster Youth is at 18 percent.

Rate of GA Slash Tanf Receipt

On a bar graph, the x-axis lists populations and the y-axis shows percentages. First Place Participant is at 10 percent, and General Population of Former Foster Youth is at 32 percent.
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First Place Fund for Youth: Plans for the Future

Increase housing capacity from 90 to 150 youths per year by FY 2009

Partner with nonprofit developers

Preserve and expand the State Housing for Foster Youth Fund

Increase community investment among former foster youth by broadening our base of individual supporters

Secure First Place’s identity in the community as the leader in this field and the gold standard for housing for foster youth
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First Place Fund for Youth
Together, we can double the housing available to former foster youth

Thank you for your leadership in stopping homelessness before it starts!

