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State Context

Defining the problem is not easy given the varying definitions of homeless youth. The most current estimates of homeless youth vary widely, as reflected below.

HUD Continuum of Care Plans: 2005



Total homeless
59,372



Youth (under 18)
  3,142
(5.29%)

Department of Education: Education for Homeless Children 2004–2005



Homeless children enrolled



1. In LEAs
 without grant aid
                
     722



2. In LEAs with grant aid


27,084



Total homeless children


27,806


Florida’s 2005 Annual Report on Homeless Conditions



Estimated homeless population using State and McKinney definition



Total homeless population


83,391



Sample reporting age information




Children under 18



10,566
(24.71%)


Total sample 




42,765

Summary

The problem of youth homelessness ranges from a low of 5 percent of the overall homeless population to a conservative midpoint of 25 percent, to a high of 38 percent when you factor in the doubled-up homeless children using the data from the school districts.  

Foster care youth are a focus for Florida. Currently, there are 5,300 youths ages 13 to 18 in foster care and another 1,977 youths between 18 and 23 who are receiving aftercare or transition services. If the national research is accurate, up to 25 percent of these populations may face homelessness within 18 months after leaving foster care.  

The Florida action plan from the Policy Academy on Families with Children focused its strategy on demonstrating the effectiveness of supportive housing models to meet the housing need of homeless youth. This effort is now ready to fund the first of the pilot transitional housing models.  

Florida also is pursuing involvement in a National Governor’s Association policy academy to focus on foster care and independent living. 

Resources

Department of Children and Families

Manages the foster care and independent living programs, working with community-based care providers at the local level. Also includes the Office on Homelessness, with its State homeless grants to implement the local continuum of care plans and to assist in funding transitional and permanent housing for the homeless. Furthermore, includes the State’s mental health and substance abuse programs and funding for local providers of service.

Department of Education

Manages the Education for Homeless Children grants to local school districts. Currently, 31 of 67 districts are assisted with the Federal grant.

Workforce Florida

Recently has funded four demonstration programs targeting youth in foster care with job training and placement services.

Florida Housing Finance Corporation

Issued the request for proposals to fund pilot projects to build transitional housing for youth aging out of foster care, as part of recent focus on special needs populations.

Local Homeless Coalitions and Lead Agencies for Continuum Planning
Have the primary responsibility to coordinate and plan for the delivery of services needed by the homeless, including the youth who are homeless. Florida relies upon the continuum of care plan to drive the use of State homeless programs.

Department of Juvenile Justice
Houses all youth convicted of criminal offenses, including a community network of youth shelters.  
Barriers/Challenges

1. Conflicting definitions make coordination of resources and programs difficult and confuse the nature and extent of the problem

2. Funding for essential services is limited

3. Housing options are severely limited for youth, due in part to age limiting the ability to execute leases
4. Lack of involvement of juvenile justice in local continuum-of-care planning

5. Inability to fund all school districts to implement Education for Homeless Children and Youth programs

6. Ineffective transition planning to prepare youth in foster care for independent living

Initiatives Underway

1. The Council on Homelessness has recommended a change to the definition of homeless persons in State law to follow the broader definition applicable to the Education for Homeless Children and Youth, thereby eliminating one of the barriers identified

2. Florida is pursuing significant changes to its foster care program to improve transition planning, independent living programs, and enhance State funding to supplement Federal funds

Expectations
1. Look for States that may be using the Chaffee independent living funds to cover housing expenses
2. Foster care programs that are focused on allowing “normalcy” for youth in State care, address their housing needs upon exit from care, and improve transition planning and outcomes that better prepare the youth to live on their own
3. State efforts to ensure that Juvenile Justice programs are linked into the local continuum of care planning and are carrying out discharge planning effectively for the youth prior to release
� Local Education Agencies
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