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Minnesota
State Context  
According to the Wilder Research Center’s Report: Homeless in Minnesota: A Closer Look-Youth and Young Adults on Their Own (2005), there are between 12,600 and 22,500 youth under the age of 18 who are homeless during one year in Minnesota and an additional estimate of between 500 and 1,200 youth who are between the ages of 18 and 20.  Two-thirds of homeless youth (65 percent are youth of color with the majority being African American (31 percent) and American Indian (22 percent)).  Eighty-four percent of Minnesota’s homeless youth are attending school and 16 percent receive income from steady employment.  Two thirds of homeless youth have been physically or sexually abused.  Seventy-one percent of homeless youth have experienced an out-of-home placement (foster care, group home or juvenile detention center) with 53 percent having been in a foster care placement.  One-third of homeless youth have run from a placement at some point in their lives.  Forty-two percent of homeless youth report that they have some type of significant mental health problem and 34 percent have considered suicide.  Sixteen percent of homeless youth consider themselves to be chemically dependent.  One in six homeless youth have a child on their own; this number has risen since 2000.  Thirty-eight percent of homeless youth had been homeless at least once before.  Most homeless youth were born in Minnesota-approximately 73 percent
.  
Currently the State of Minnesota is looking at the issue of transition from the child welfare system as being a key reason for youth homelessness and working to try and improve transition programming for youth in the child welfare system.  There is a new program that was created this year called “Healthy Transition and Homelessness Prevention and Assistance” that provides supportive services, Independent Living Skills Training and rental assistance to youth who are currently in and out-of-home placement and are between the ages of 16 and 18 and homeless youth between the ages of 18 and 21 who have been in and out-of-home placement.  This program’s goal is to improve the outcomes for youth in out-of-home placements and to prevent homelessness as well as help youth who are homeless.  There was also a bill passed recently (The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act) which requires the State to develop a report on homeless youth in Minnesota and a plan to coordinate services for them.  The same bill is going to be presented again to the legislative next year with hopes of attaining funding for homeless and runaway youth programs such as street outreach, drop-in centers, family reunification, emergency shelter and transitional housing.  
In addition to these youth-specific initiatives there are also a few other strategic plans in Minnesota to address homelessness.  Minnesota has a Business Plan to End Long Term Homelessness (individuals, youth and families who experience homelessness for one year or longer or have experienced four episodes of homelessness within three years).  In summary, this plan provides brick and mortar funding as well as supportive service funding to multi-county partnerships that provide supportive housing to the population who meet the definition of long- term homeless.  
The youth initiatives fit into the bigger picture of ending homelessness in that the programs work together in terms of the funding streams and planning and Minnesota also has an Interagency Taskforce on Homelessness which brings together the issues of family, single adult and youth homelessness along with mental and chemical health.  
Resources  

The key players involved in youth homelessness in Minnesota are the Department of Human Services, individual counties and the nonprofit community serving runaway and homeless youth.  The role of the Department of Human Services is to distribute funding for homeless youth initiatives, identify gaps in services and determine ways to address them, develop new programs and provide overall planning on the issue.  The counties also provide funding to nonprofits in some cases and they also are the key players in Minnesota’s child welfare system, which is a direct link to the runaway and homeless youth population.  The nonprofits who are working with homeless youth are the ones who are providing the direct service to the youth on a day to day basis and also are a key player in terms of the strategizing and planning around the issue of youth homelessness.

Homeless youth are served through multiple sources of funding through the State.  The Healthy Transition to Adulthood and Homelessness Prevention & Assistance Program, the Plan to End Long Term Homelessness, the Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance (FHPAP) Program, and through a small funding pot through the Office of Economic Opportunity which provides Emergency Shelter and Shelter + Care funding.

The new initiative to address the issue of youth homelessness will be coming out within the coming year in the report on homeless youth that is required by the legislature for the 2007 session.

Barriers/Challenges  

The lack of available funding, the lack of effective transition services for youth in out-of-home placement, the lack of employment opportunities for youth, the lack of affordable housing and racism and homophobia.  These barriers are being addressed through some of the programs mentioned above.  The issue of affordable housing and employment are typically taken on by the Minnesota Coalition for the Homeless which is a statewide advocacy group that is working on those issues.  Nonprofits such as Legal Aid are working on addressing racism and homophobia in the housing market and here at the State level there are several efforts being made to look at the issue of racial disparities within the child welfare system.
Expectation
I hope to learn from others in their experience with homeless youth and advocacy for the issue as well as learning what other States are doing to address the issue.  I hope to come together as a group and start strategizing on methods to reduce and eliminate youth homelessness in this country as well as our individual States.  I hope I can share with others the struggles that Minnesota is facing in addressing youth homelessness as well as what steps are currently being taken to try and help homeless youth.

� All of the statistics are from the Wilder Research Center’s Report: Homeless in Minnesota: A Closer Look-Youth and Young Adults on Their Own (2005), which is the only report on homeless youth in Minnesota at this time.
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