Slide 1
Transition Planning for Young People Preparing to Age out of Foster Care
Kevin George, Foster Care Program Manager

State of Oregon
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Foster Care Youth
Generally speaking:


Youth are not in foster care because of something they did wrong.

There is a legal relationship for youth in foster care which often drives the decision, services, and practices for the social worker working with the youth.

State laws and policies dictate when youth are no longer eligible for foster care services. In some States, this may be at age 18; in other States, it may continue to 21 years of age.
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Comprehensive Transition Plan
Physical and mental health

Employment

Education

Life skills

Housing

Community connections slash supportive relationships
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Lessons Learned
The CTP is:

Providing the same tool to all participants, which helps put everyone on the same page with the same plan

Bringing individuals and agencies together and thus avoiding duplication of work for the youth and agencies

Being clear about the youth’s needs
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Multisystem Planning
State of Oregon: HB 2022

The State Commission on Children and Families shall lead a process to develop a comprehensive and coordinated approach for services and support for runaway and homeless youth and their families

Legislative directed groups to participate with the Commission:

Juvenile Crime Prevention Advisory Committee, Employment Department, Department of Human Services; Child Welfare and Tanf, Health Care; Mental Health, Housing and Community Services, Department of Community Colleges, Workforce Development, Department of Education, Oregon Youth Authority
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In the final analysis, it is not what you do for your children but what you have taught them to do for themselves that will make them successful human beings.
Ann Landers
PowerPoint Slides courtesy of Fosterclub.org and DHS Independent Living Program

