U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

U.S. Department of Labor

Preventing and Resolving Homelessness Through Successful Transitions for Youth and Young Adults

May 4–5, 2006

Hyatt Regency Phoenix

                                                                                           

Phoenix, AZ

Rhode Island

State Context

In Rhode Island, homelessness on the whole has been on the rise for the past 5 years. We now have the highest documented number of shelter stays by individuals and families in the State’s history (6,408 in 2004–2005).

Among children and youth under 18 for the same time period, 1,717 accessed the Rhode Island shelter system, an all-time high. Of those, approximately 42 percent were under age 5, 45 percent were age 5–12, and 13 percent were age 13–17 (see State-level data from Kids Count Rhode Island for information on homeless youth, incarcerated youth, out-of-home placement, and youth not employed or in school).
Resources

· Crossroads Rhode Island – homeless service provider, homeless youth outreach contract for State, shelter, transitional housing
· Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless – advocacy organization

· Amos House – shelter, transitional housing

· Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) – State child welfare agency, runs the State juvenile detention center (Rhode Island Training School)

· Office of Housing and Community Development – State housing/homeless oversight agency

· Rhode Island Council on Residential Programs for Children and Youth – State advocacy agency for children in child welfare system residential programs (member agencies are residential programs and contracted DCYF Independent Living Programs for youth)
· Rhode Island Coalition Against Domestic Violence – advocacy group for domestic violence shelter in the State
· Various nonprofit family service/mental health agencies – Tides Family Services, Family Services of Rhode Island, Children’s Friend and Service, The Community Mental Health Centers, Child and Family Services of Newport, Family Resources Community Action, John Hope Settlement House, Chafee Life Skills, Communities for People

Barriers/Challenges

· Coordination of services in a competitive environment

· Coordination of service across the public agency-private nonprofit continuum

· Involvement of stakeholders not in the service community (e.g., police/law enforcement) 

· Budget shortfalls – services being cut/unfunded

· Understanding of duplication of services

· Understanding of holes in service need
· Lack of complete knowledge – quantitative and qualitative on the issue of homelessness and youth overall 

Expectations

· Understanding of various models that could work in Rhode Island
· Information about strategies that have worked in collaborative relationships around the country

· New perspectives on a worsening problem
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