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A photo shows a wall and door partly covered with artful graffiti, its images including a girl with spread arms, the Earth, Latin American musical instruments, and the words Bodega and Familia.
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Family Justice

Tapping Strengths of Government, Families, and the Neighborhoods to Which They Are Connected
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The Core Principles of a Family Support Approach

Context: Consider people in context

Interactions: Build on family interactions

Strengths: Focus on the strengths of individuals, families, and communities
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Families Are a Resource

Families offer government agencies with budget shortfalls a cost-effective and often untapped resource to address critical family issues:
Housing

Justice Supervision Mandates

Substance Abuse

Health and Mental Health

A black and white photo shows a large African American family.
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Documenting Saturation of Criminal Justice, Substance Abuse, and HIV and Aids
On a bar graph, the x-axis shows number ranges and the y-axis shows percentages. The bars marked Criminal Justice Involvement show 100 percent for 1 or more, 72 percent for 2 or more, 45 percent for 3 or more, and 24 percent for 4 or more. The bars marked Substance Abuse show 100 percent for 1 or more, 82 percent for 2 or more, 62 percent for 3 or more, and 40 percent for 4 or more. The bars marked HIV or Aids show 49 percent for 1 or more, 16 percent for 2 or more, 10 percent for 3 or more, and 0 percent for 4 or more. Text at the right elaborates:
72 percent of the families had 2 or more family members with a history of criminal justice involvement

82 percent of the families had 2 or more family members with a history of substance abuse

49 percent of the families had at least 1 family member with HIV or Aids
Barreras, Ricardo E, Ernest M Drucker, and David Rosenthal. The Concentration of Substance Abuse, Criminal Justice Involvement, and HIV and AIDS in the Families of Drug Offenders. Journal of Urban Health: Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine. New York: Oxford University Press, February 2005. Volume 82, number 1.
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Mental Illness in Local Jails
Studies on urban jails indicate:

12.2 percent of females and 6.4 percent of males had a severe mental disorder at entry

Only one-third of male and one-quarter of female detainees who need services for serious mental illness are reported

72 percent of both male and female detainees with a severe mental illness have a co-occurring substance abuse disorder  

The Prevalence of Co-occurring Mental Illness and Substance Abuse Disorders in Jails, Spring 2002. Publication of The National Gains Center for People with Co-occurring Disorders in the Justice System and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, www.gainsctr.com.  
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Intergenerational Challenges of Jail Detainees 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics reports:

31 percent of jail inmates grew up with a parent or guardian who had abused alcohol or drugs

46 percent had a family member who had been incarcerated

About 12 percent had had lived in a foster home or institution
Criminal Offenders Statistics, Summary of Findings, Characteristics of Jail Inmates, Bureau of Justice Statistics, www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/crimoff.htm.  
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HIV in the Nation’s Prisons 
2.1 to 2.3 percent of the nation’s prison population has HIV

New York, Florida, Texas, and California have the highest rates of infection

In states such as New York, almost 1 of every 10 inmates has HIV

Maruschak, Laura M. HIV in Prisons and Jails, 1999. Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1999.
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Traditional Genogram of the C Family
A detailed genogram, or family tree, uses symbols to indicate if family members are male or female, engage in substance abuse, are involved in the criminal justice system, have a mental illness, have HIV, are deceased, are married, are divorced, are separated, or commit domestic violence. Further words on the genogram indicate ages among most of the living; causes of death, among them Aids, alcohol, and drug overdose; probations; incarcerations; and residencies in other nations.
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Ecomap for the C Family
At the center of the map is a circle containing an abbreviated, wordless version of the family genogram. Lines connect the central circle to other circles. The central circle shows a strong positive connection to the circle labeled Godmother, a conflict with the circle labeled Child Protective Services, and other connections with circles labeled Drug and Alcohol Treatment, Job Training, Aids Service Center, Public Schools, Place of Worship, Relocation Counseling, Public Housing, and Parole. There is also a strong positive connection between Relocation Counseling and Public Housing and a conflict between Public Housing and Parole.
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An Evidence-based Program: La Bodega de la Familia

On a bar graph, the x-axis represents interviews and the y-axis shows percentages. A guide says N equals 106. The bars labeled Bodega show 80 percent for the first interview and 42 percent for the second. The bars labeled Comparison show about 61 percent for the first interview and about 48 percent for the second. Text to the left elaborates:
After 6 months of participation in Family Justice’s direct service family case management program:
Illegal drug use declined from 80 percent to 42 percent without any increase in treatment
Vera Institute of Justice, 2002. Families as a Resource for Recovering from Drug Abuse: An Evaluation of La Bodega de la Familia.
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Helping Meet Family Needs

On a bar graph, the x-axis divides bars into Bodega and Comparison and the y-axis is labeled Percent Reporting Need. A guide says N equals 75. The bars labeled 1st Interview show about 67 percent for Bodega and about 72 percent for Comparison. The bars labeled 2nd Interview show about 9 percent for Bodega and about 28 percent for Comparison. Text at the left elaborates:
After 6 months of participation in Family Justice’s direct service family case management program:
There were fewer new arrests and convictions
Family members experienced enhanced well-being through increased access to and use of community support systems
Vera Institute of Justice, 2002. Families as a Resource for Recovering from Drug Abuse: An Evaluation of La Bodega de la Familia.
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Family-related Findings: Important Factors in Staying Out
On a bar graph, the x-axis represents factors and the y-axis shows percentages. The bars labeled Pre-Release show 87 percent for Jobs, 76 percent for Housing, 70 percent for Money, and 60 percent for Family. The bars labeled Post-Release show 23 percent for Jobs, 58 percent for Housing, 19 percent for Money, and 71 percent for Family. 
Urban Institute Justice Policy Center: The views expressed are those of the authors and should not be attributed to The Urban Institute, its trustees, or its funders.  

Slide 14
Family-related Findings: Family Support: Expected Versus Received
Expectations for support were exceeded

On a bar graph, the x-axis represents different types of support and the y-axis shows percentages. The bars labeled Expected show 42 percent for Financial, 76 percent for Housing, and 52 percent for Employment. The bars labeled Received show 91 percent for Financial, 90 percent for Housing, and 63 percent for Employment.
Urban Institute Justice Policy Center: The views expressed are those of the authors and should not be attributed to The Urban Institute, its trustees, or its funders.
Slide 15
The Paradox of Public Housing 
Despite Federal regulations that restrict individuals with certain criminal histories from living in most federally subsidized housing, several studies note that many people live off of the lease upon return from prison. 

For example, a study of Chicago public housing found that in certain buildings, as many as 41 percent of households expected a returning prisoner to live with them in the near future.

Hebert, Tony. The Invisible Tenant: Living in Federally Assisted Housing after Prison, March 2005.
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Housing Partnership Goals

Involve all stakeholders, such as law enforcement, housing authorities, property managers, community development corporations, and the families who live in public housing

Engage multiple agencies to work in a culturally competent way with populations that have special needs, such as juveniles under supervision, women, and the elderly

Provide housing authority, social service workers, community development corporations, and other housing organizations with family-focused technical assistance

Seeing Potential for Interagency Coordination
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Seeing Potential for Interagency Coordination: An interagency ecomap
At the center of the map is an oval labeled Local Housing Authority: Enhanced Well-being for Justice-involved Families. It has strong connections to ovals labeled Educational and Vocational Programs, Substance Abuse Treatment, Transitional Housing, Community- and Faith-based Organizations, and Recreational: YMCA, After-school Programs. The central oval holds limited connections to ovals labeled Health Centers; The Courts: DA, Prosecution; Parole Board; Probation; Correctional Agencies; Juvenile Justice Agency; Protective Slash Foster Care Services; and Parole. The central oval also holds challenged connections with ovals labeled Mental Health Services, Employment Services, and Community Policing. There is a strong connection between Employment Services and Transitional Housing. There is a limited connection between Correctional Agencies and Protective Slash Foster Care Services. There is a challenged connection between Substance Abuse Treatment and Employment Services.
