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Hawaii Statewide Interagency Council on Homelessness

Mission Statement: Plan and develop a more comprehensive and integrated system of housing and services for people who are chronically homeless to help them achieve their optimal level of health, safety, and well-being.

Goal: End Homelessness in Hawaii in 10 years.

Sandra Miyoshi, Homeless Programs Administrator, Housing and Community Development Corporation of Hawaii

Laura E Thielen, Executive Director, Affordable Housing and Homeless Alliance
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ICH Accomplishments

Governor adopted the Policy Academy 10-year plan to end chronic homelessness

Policy Academy renamed the Interagency Council on Homelessness

Affordable Housing is top agenda item for Governor and Legislature

Interagency collaboration on grant application
A photo shows a palm tree on a beach.
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System Changes

HUD Technical Assistance

TANF dollars for housing placement program

Preference in City Section-8 program for homeless 

Adult Mental Health Division adopts presumptive eligibility procedures

Housing Development Forum
A photo shows a green landscape with mountains and a river on a cloudy day.
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Discharge Planning

Discussions on variety of issues regarding Public Safety:

Psychiatrists to certify SSI eligibility prior to release

VA provide outreach into prisons

Discharge planning inroads to prevent homelessness upon release

A photo shows a partly cloudy sky over mountains and palms trees.
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Resource Allocation

Allocation of 5.3 million dollars of HOME funds for homeless housing

City CoC secured EDI Special Purpose grant of 500,000 dollars for supportive housing

150,000 dollars legislative appropriation to implement outreach housing placement

Applied for and was awarded 24 S plus C vouchers for the chronically homeless with disabilities in Hawaii County and 24 vouchers for the City of Honolulu
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Miscellaneous

Homeless Management Information System development completed

Media awareness increased and focused on chronic homelessness and affordable housing

Completed 2003 Homeless Point in Time Count and Needs Assessment and the 2003 State Housing Policy Study
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Keys to Accomplishments

Person-to-person interactions

Regularly scheduled meetings

Consistent and reliable facilitation

Followup on action steps

Accountability

Appropriate representation

Communication with community

Tenacity of Members

Remember why we are doing this work: to end homelessness
An apparent child’s drawing appears to show a smiling man and a dog near a house.
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Questions?

Image: A shining light bulb icon
