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Family Permanency Project Including Homeownership
Robert Rowlands, Pierce County Housing Authority
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Introduction

Family Permanency Project

Homeownership Program

Robert Rowlands, Community Liaison for Pierce County Housing Authority

Past Chair for The Coalition for the Homeless in Pierce County and Housing Services Director at Catholic Community Services 
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Foundation Assistance

Bill and Melinda Gates pledge 7 million dollars to assist homeless families with children

Opportunity to weave private and public money without depleting traditional funding sources

Other local private funders leverage requirements met
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Partners

YWCA, Exodus Housing, Lakewood Area Shelter Association, CCS

Half of designed units going to victims of domestic violence 

Co-wrote grant and made agreements and MOU’s
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Creation of Project

Applied and received 1.5 million dollars
Majority of funds for services for 15-year project 

Small amount for physical improvements of housing 

Very difficult to get the Foundation and community to change perceived methods
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Capacity and Duration

57 units for families with children

15 years of service provision

Estimate over 3,000 people kept warm and dry

Voucher leaves with family 

Reoccurrence of homelessness will be rare
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More Partnering

Onsite managers trained along with service providers

Confidentiality and community communication streamlined due to needs of families, especially those experiencing domestic violence

Social workers and managers share responsibilities
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Homeownership

Section 8 families can purchase homes using voucher

Section 8 Vouchers pay a portion of the mortgage, less than rent
15-year limit, unless disabled
Pre and post purchase counseling required more than 17 hours of training

Must be working full time and earning minimum wage
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Community Benefits 

Homeless and low income have permanent home

Better neighborhoods

Partnerships with banks, real estate, escrow, tax assessors

Pride of ownership

Stop intergenerational vouchers

Nest-egg for family and future generations

