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COLORADO COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS

Creating Lasting Solutions

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless logo
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COLORADO COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS

Addressing Health Needs of Homeless Families
November 1, 2005

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless logo
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Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

Integrated housing, health care, and supportive services

Housing development

Advocacy

Photo of Colorado Coalition for the Homeless building
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CCH – Stout Street Clinic Health Care for the Homeless

Primary health care

Mental health care

Substance treatment services

Pharmacy

Pediatric care

Lab services

Eye clinic

Outreach

Photo of interior of Stout Street Clinic Health Care for the Homeless
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Health and Behavioral Health Needs of Homeless Families

Primary health care

45% have chronic health conditions 

27% have no insurance

27% unable to get medical treatment

Substance treatment

50% have history of substance abuse

Mental health

40% have had major depression

33% have experienced posttraumatic stress

Domestic violence

92% severe physical and/or sexual violence
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Characteristics of Homeless Children

Higher rates of health problems 

4 times rate of asthma

7 times rate of anemia

Increased risk of infectious disease 

4 times rate of developmental delays

2 times rate of learning disabilities

3 times rate of emotional and behavioral problems

Separation anxiety

Adjustment disorder

Traumatic stress
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Metro Denver Homeless Families Project

Started in 1990

National Demonstration Program – HUD and RWJ Foundation

“Permanent  housing with transitional services”

125 Section 8 vouchers

Targeting multiproblem homeless families

Case management

Housing search assistance

Service coordination

85% housed after 2 years
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Homeless Families Project
Lessons Learned

Housing is the key

Support services needed to: 

Help families find appropriate housing

Help maintain housing

Help children address impact of homelessness
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Expanding Housing Options

Transitional housing

Integrated housing developments

Scattered site housing

Rural initiative

Section 8

Welfare to Work vouchers

Family Unification Program

Transition to Section 8

SHP Vouchers

Permanent supportive housing

TANF housing
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Is Housing Assistance Enough?

Difficulty finding appropriate housing

Barriers to housing even with assistance

Behaviors threatening housing

Ongoing health, mental health, and substance treatment issues

Ongoing problems with children

Goal of self-sufficiency
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Needed Supportive Services

Housing search and support 

Case management 

Primary health care

Mental health care

Substance treatment

Domestic violence

Children’s services 

Benefits acquisition
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How to Fund Services

Housing search and support – HUD SHP, TANF 

Case management – HUD SHP, TANF 

Primary health care – HCH, Medicaid, CHCs

Mental health care – Medicaid, TANF, SAMHSA

Substance treatment – Medicaid, TANF, SAMHSA

Domestic violence – Dept. of Justice, VAWA

Children’s services – TANF, Child Care Fund

Benefits acquisition – TANF
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Renaissance at Concord Plaza

75 units

25 transitional units for families

50 affordable units

Photograph of Renaissance at Concord Plaza
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Renaissance at Lowry Boulevard

120 housing units

32 transitional units for homeless families

8 permanent units for homeless families 

80 affordable units

Child care center

Photo of the Renaissance at Lowry Boulevard
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Renaissance Children’s Center

Photo of the center.

