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Who is homeless?

Students who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence

Living in shelters, hotels, motels, camping grounds

Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing

Awaiting foster care placement, abandoned in hospitals

Sharing housing (doubled up) due to loss of housing or economic hardship

Migratory children who qualify as homeless
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What challenges do homeless children and youth face?

At least 20% do not attend school

Within a year, 41% will attend two different schools; 28% will attend three or more

With each change of schools, a student is set back academically on average 4–6 months
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What are the educational needs of homeless children and youth?

School stability and education continuity

Assistance with basic needs

School supplies 

Appropriate study environment outside of school

Mental and physical health services

Academic support

Support of a caring adult
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Reported educational barriers

Immediate enrollment (required documents, records, residency requirements)

Transportation

Access to programs

Lack of preschool programs

Guardianship requirements
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McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act of 2001

Reauthorized in 2001 as part of the No Child Left Behind Act

Ensures a free, appropriate public education, including public preschool, as other children and youth
Ensures access to educational and other services to help meet State student achievement standards

States and school districts required to revise laws, practices, policies that act as barriers

What rights are guaranteed by the McKinney-Vento Act?

Immediate enrollment and full participation in classes

Attendance in the school of origin

Transportation to the school of origin

Comparable services

Attending school with nonhomeless children and youth
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How are these rights enacted?

U.S. Department of Education Homeless Education Program

State Coordinator for homeless education

Local liaison in every school district

Title I serves at-risk students (homeless automatically included)

Collaboration among school programs 

Collaboration of school districts with community agencies and resources

Slide 8

What can collaboration accomplish?

Congruent and complementary policies 

Coordinated approach to addressing needs

Mutual understanding of goals and cultures of agencies

Effective use of resources
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How have the 2005 hurricanes changed our work?

Many homeless families with school-aged children displaced

Lack of school and health records

Many mental health and trauma issues

McKinney-Vento has proved to be a strong framework for enrolling and serving children

Collaboration with relief agencies and social service agencies more critical than ever – State Coordinators and local liaisons must be at the table

