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African-American/white and Hispanic/white health disparities decline in such key 
areas as infant mortality and prenatal care rates. More CH Cs will be needed with 
implementation of the ACA and the provision of health insurance coverage to 32 million 
people, a majority of whom will be low-income individuals who live in medically 
underserved communities. As the expansion of CH Cs is a key to the success of ACA 
implementation, the nation cannot afford to scale back efforts to expand primary care 
for underserved communities. 

WIC: Although your Department does not oversee the Supplemental Nutrition Program 
for Women, Infants & Children (WIC) program, we believe that because the same 
population of women and families served by DHHS is also served by WIC and because 
of the collaborative relationship between HHS and USDA, your support ofWIC funding 
is imperative. The WIC program provides 2.14 million pregnant and postpartum women, 
2.17 million infants, and 4.86 million children through age 5 each year with nutrition 
counseling and food during the most vulnerable stages of child development, pregnancy 
and the first years oflife. Data have demonstrated that WIC is associated with reduced 
rates of low birthweight, a major precursor of infant mortality. 

The SAC IM believes that these four DHHS programs together with WIC are essential to reducing 
infant mortality and play a c1itical role as the nation moves to implement health reform. We 
believe that cutting core programs for women and children at a time when our nation's poverty 
rate is the highest it has been in two decades makes no sense and will have a direct adverse impact 
on the health of women and infants. We cannot hope to maintain, let alone improve, our progress 
in reducing infant mortality and improving birth outcomes if these programs are not maintained 
or are significantly scaled back. If our nation is concerned about our long-term future, short­
sighted cuts are not the answer. We urge you to vigorously defend these core MCH programs. 

The SACIM stands ready to assist you with specific guidance and advice on how to advance 
the MCH agenda in a fiscally responsible manner. We look forward to your reply. 

Thank you. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours 

Michael C Lu, M.D., M.P.H. 
Chairperson 
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