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• Guide states and communities toward approaches for improving the health of women
and infants through the National Prevention Strategy. The Strategy calls for increased
preconception, prenatal, and other reproductive health services. The tobacco control,
healthy eating, limited use of drugs and alcohol, active living, and safe home and
community environments called for in the Strategy also are critical to healthy babies.

• Promote breastfeeding. DHHS should collaborate with the Department of Labor to
monitor and protect breastfeeding mothers' right to reasonable break time and appropriate
space in the workplace to express breast milk as enacted through the ACA.

• Engage the National Prevention Council. The Council has a potential role, in
partnership with the Secretary's Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality, to advance a
cabinet-level, inter-agency focus on reducing infant mortality and closing the gap between
African American and white babies.

As we approach the second anniversary of this landmark legislation, this letter affirms 
the importance of the ACA in reducing infant mortality. Health reform will improve health 
equity by giving millions of additional women, children, and families access to affordable health 
coverage with essential health benefits and patient protections across the lifespan. 

Sincerely, 

on, M.Ed., M.P.H. 
Acting Chairperson 
Secretary's Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality 

/s/


