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OMH'’s Mission, Functions, and Unifying Goal

MISSION: The mission of OMH is to improve the health of racial and ethnic minority and
American Indian/Alaska Native populations through the development of health policies and

programs that will eliminate health disparities.
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OMH Unifying Goal and Strategic Priorities
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2024 National Minority Health Month

Theme: Be the Source for Better Health:
Improving Health Outcomes Through Our R'ﬁﬂgﬁﬁ-—y
Cultures, Communities, and Connections HEALTH

National Minority Health Month Webpage

« Toolkit (e.g., graphics and social media
messaging)

« SDOH and CLAS information and resources
(e.g., reading list and partner resources)

* List of events

https://www.hhs.gov/national-minority-health-month/index.html



https://www.hhs.gov/national-minority-health-month/index.html

Maternal Health Disparities

Black women are three times as American Indian and Alaska Native

likely to die from pregnancy-related women are at least twice as likely to die

complications. due to similar perinatal complications.

Working Together to Reduce Black Maternal Mortality | Health Equity Features | CDC

Disparities and Resilience among American Indian and Alaska Native People who are Pregnant or Postpartum | CDC



https://www.cdc.gov/healthequity/features/maternal-mortality/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hearher/aian/disparities.html

Infant and Maternal Health Concerns — Healthy People 2030

Objective Status
Reduce rate of infant deaths - MICH-02 4 Improving
Reduce maternal deaths - MICH-04 = Getting worse

AL Healthy People 2030

Pregnancy and Childbirth - Healthy People 2030 | health.gov



https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/browse-objectives/pregnancy-and-childbirth

White House Blueprint For Addressing Maternal Health

* Increase access to and coverage of comprehensive high-quality
maternal health services, including behavioral health services

* Ensure women giving birth are heard and are decisionmakers in
accountable systems of care

 Advance data collection, standardization, harmonization,
transparency, and research

* Expand and diversify perinatal workforce

e Strengthen economic and social supports for people before, during,
and after pregnancy.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Maternal-Health-Blueprint.pdf
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Maternal-Health-Blueprint.pdf

OMH's Community-Based Maternal Support Services Initiative

* More than $13 million were awarded to 11 organizations for
the Healthy Families Community-Based Perinatal Health
Initiative

* Grantees will help develop innovative models for integrating
community-based maternal support services (COMSS) into
perinatal medical systems of care

e COMSS are social and supportive services that address social
determinants of health (SDOH) to improve health outcomes
for pregnant and post-partum women

Grant Announcement: HHS Awards S13 Million to Improve Access to Community-Based Maternal Support Services for Pregnant and Post-partum People | HHS.gov



https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health
https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/09/27/hhs-awards-13-million-improve-access-community-based-maternal-support-services-pregnant-post-partum-people.html
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Culturally and Linguistically Appropriate Services (CLAS
in Maternal Health Care

Launched in February 2021 as part of OMH’s Think
Cultural Health suite of e-learning programs
Designed for providers and students seeking
knowledge and skills related to cultural
competency, cultural humility, person-centered
care, and combating implicit bias across the
continuum of maternal health care

In FY 2023, 4,032 individuals completed the
program, and 8,064 continuing education credits =&
were awarded

https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/educati
on/maternal-health-care



https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/education/maternal-health-care
https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/education/maternal-health-care

National Standards for Culturally and Linguistically
Appropriate Services in Health and Health Care

Provide effective,
1 PRINCIPAL STANDARD equitable, understandable,
and respectful quality care

and services that are
responsive to diverse
cultural health beliefs and
practices, preferred
languages, health literacy,

COMMUNICATION & and other communication
5-8 LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE needs

https://thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/clas/standards



http://rehttps/thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/clas/standards

* |s a partnership involving CDC, HHS OMH, CDC
Foundation and Merck for Mothers

 Amplifies the voices of American Indian women
who have faced pregnancy complications

* Allows women to share their thoughts and
experiences about culturally competent
maternal health care

https://www.cdc.gov/hearher/aian/index.html



https://www.cdc.gov/hearher/aian/index.html
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Hear Her® Campaign for American Indians and Alaska Natives 2

* Hear Her® webpages

Reproductive Health HEAR HER Campaig American Indian and Alaska Native (AlANM) People

garnered more than R
. Hear P | Stories of P -Related
100’000 VIews from About the Campaign ear ,ers{,)na OrIeS O _regnanc,y e a e
Complications from American Indian People

November 2022 U e L

Hear Personal Stories of

t h ro u g h Se pte m b e r Pregnancy-Related Complications These videos include discussion of pregnancy-related complications and harmful experiences with healthcare providers
that may be difficult to hear. We encourage people who are impacted by this issue to connect with their support
Pregnancy-Related Deaths in the networks.
2023 . United States
M M M M American Indian and Alaska
 Digital/social media iyt cinciieta
L
AlAN Personal Stories of
promotional content it
Disparitles and Resillence among
garnered more Dipartis and Resllnce among
t h a n 1 6 . 5 m i I I io n AlAN People who are Pregnant or

impressions.

The Hear Her campaign amplifies the voices of
American Indian women who have experienced
complications during or after pregnancy. They
share the signs and symptoms they experienced
and how they got the care they needed. These
videos also share traditional cultural practices
related to pregnancy and birth. We thank these
women and their communities for sharing their
stories.

erve ALAN communities StOI’iES

https://www.cdc.gov/hearher/aian/stories.html



https://www.cdc.gov/hearher/aian/stories.html

Closing Thoughts
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Social Determinants of Health

S A|[L Healthy People 2030

https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health

To address infant and maternal health
disparities, we must collectively address
SDOH, including CLAS.

OMH works with cross-sector partners to
share information and promote actions
addressing SDOH.

OMH remains committed to identifying
and disseminating national, state and local
efforts that effectively respond to SDOH
and improve health outcomes.


https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health

Subscribe to OMH Newsletter

Join our listserv and grant listserv at . @MinorityHealth (English)
minorityhealth.hhs.gov L @minorityhealth @OMH_Espanol (Spanish)
Q Mp!:\'entol
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https://www.facebook.com/minorityhealth
https://twitter.com/MinorityHealth
https://twitter.com/SaluddeMinorias
https://instagram.com/officeofminorityhealth/
https://www.youtube.com/user/OfficeMinorityHealth
https://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/
mailto:minorityhealthinfo@hhs.gov
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THANK YOU!
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